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MINUTES 
CITY OF SALEM 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2013 

 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 

The Salem City Council met in regular session on September 16, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of Salem City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by Mayor John 
Raymer. 
 
Council Members Present:   
Councilman David Black 
Councilman Royce Bringwald 
 Councilwoman Sue Morgan 
Councilman Jim Baity. 
 
Othes present:   
City Manager Bill Gruen   Economic Development Dir. Jeanne Gustafson 
Public Works Director John Pruden  Chief of Police Ron Campo 
Recreation Director Sherry Daniels   Kim Keller, Library Director 
Code Enforcement Officer Bryan Hunt Finance Director Ben Stratemeyer 
Sergeant Susan Miller    Bev West, City Clerk 
 
Absent:  City Attorney Mike Jones 
 
Also present were members of the public, and the following Media:  Salem Times 
Commoner, WJBD Radio, Centralia Sentinel, Marion County Observer, US Sonet (video 
recording.) 
 

II. PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Opening prayer was led by Councilman David Black followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag. 
 

III. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
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IV. MAYOR’S REPORT AND PRESENTATIONS 

• Mayor Raymer indicated the PKC Super Stakes would begin on September 23rd, and 
welcomed the PKC participants. 

• Little Egypt Festival will be held October 5, 2013, and will include a 5K run, parade, car 
show, kids games, crafts and food. 

• US Rt. 50 Coalition golf tournament was held September 13th, and drew participants 
from all six counties involved.  Senator Kyle McCarty and Representative Cavaletto were 
both present.  Mayor Raymer thanked Economic Development Director Jeanne 
Gustafson for putting the event together, and all who participated in the event.  The 
group raised $6,200 in hole sponsorships. 

• Thursday, September 18th is the Chamber lunch at the Elks. 
• Mayor Raymer congratulated Tavi Tots and USA Licensed Bows for being selected co-

recipients of SCIGA’s Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 
• Mayor Raymer thanked Chamber Director Leonard Ferguson and the Chamber for 

conducting a tour of Americana Building Products. 
 

V. CITY COUNCIL ACTION 
1. Consent Agenda: 

a.  Approval of Minutes – September 3, 2013 
b. 5K Run/Fundraiser at Bryan Park Nature Trail for Person Diagnosed with MS 

 
Coach Janet Holst of Salem Community High School was present to talk about the 
fundraiser.  Holst indicated the run would be held on October 26, 2013 at the Bryan Park 
Nature Trail for the benefit of SCHS graduate Corrie Hammond, who is suffering from 
MS.  Councilman Black moved and Councilwoman Morgan seconded that the request 
from Corrie’s Team to conduct a 5K Fundraiser on the Bryan Park Nature Trail on 
October 26th be approved.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Councilman Baity, Councilman Black, 
Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, Mayor Raymer.  NAYS:  None.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Councilman Black moved and Councilman Baity seconded that the remainder of the 
consent agenda, Approval of the Minutes of September 3, 2013 be approved.  AYES:  
Councilman Black, Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Baity, 
Mayor Raymer.  NAY:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

2. Bills Payable 
Following discussion, Councilman Bringwald moved and Councilman Black seconded 
that the Accounts Payable be approved as presented.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  
Councilman Black, Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Baity, 
Mayor Raymer.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

3. RFP for Real Estate Agent to Promote Kinney Blvd Development 
City Manager Gruen presented the revised RFP, and provided a summary and overview 
of the document.  Mr. Gruen indicated he reduced the wordiness of the document, and 
removed redundancies.  As part of the summary, Gruen pointed out some key issues: 

• October 18th deadline 
• How the information must be organized. 
• How the review process works, with initial review being done by Mr. Gruen and 

Ms. Gustafson, with a smaller number being brought to City Council. 
Several pieces of information are being requested, including references, 
previous projects, projects, etc. 

• Terms and Conditions, with 4.9 specifying that anyone awarded the contract to 
market Kinney Blvd. will be prohibited from any direct or indirect actions that 
have the effect of encouraging the relocation of any Salem business to outside 
of the City. 

Councilman Black questioned section 2.2.2, and indicated he would like the City to have 
the opportunity to have a particular agent removed if we are not satisfied with their 
performance.  Mr. Gruen indicated he would clarify that section, and it could be made 
more clear in the actual contract.  Mr. Gruen indicated he also created a new provision 
that indicates just because a Real Estate professional has brought a prospect to the City, 
the City will not be required to sell.  Councilman Black moved and Councilman 
Bringwald seconded the motion that the RFP be approved, with the addition of a 
section giving the City the authority to change personnel.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  
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Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Baity, Councilman Black, 
Mayor Raymer.  NAYS:  None.  Motion declared carried. 
 

4. Declaration of Surplus Property – 1.19 Acres South Side of West Blair Street, Industrial 
Park 
City Manager Gruen indicated the survey cost a little more than the $1,000 referenced 
in the ordinance, but he would like to keep the minimum cost to the bidders at $1,000.  
This ordinance was presented for first reading, and will be brought back at the next 
meeting. 
 

5. Ordinance Second Reading – No On Street Parking on Illinois Street Between Main and 
Boone   
Mayor Raymer indicated he had spoken with several property owners, including 
landlords, on Illinois Street, as well as looking at the driveways, and it appears all of the 
properties would have room for off-street parking.  Mayor Raymer added that Illinois 
Street appears to have a number of yard sales throughout the year, and he would like 
an understanding that people will not be ticketed while stopped at a yard sale.  Mayor 
Raymer added that he feels the “no parking ordinance” is in the City’s best interest.  
Councilman Black indicated he drives Illinois Street every day, and it is a tight street and 
a snow route.   
 
Keith Sheeler, owner of three rental properties on Illinois Street, expressed his objection 
to the no parking ordinance.  Sheeler added that he has four young people living in one 
house, all with their own cars, and they will constantly be jockeying cars around.  Mr. 
Sheeler added that he doesn’t feel the issue is parking – it’s speeding.  Drivers don’t 
drive 25 mph, and it would be better to slow the traffic rather than prohibit parking on 
Illinois St.   
 
Councilman Bringwald indicated that Illinois Street has become a main thoroughfare, 
and he feels it should be no parking.  Bringwald added that Illinois Street is a main route 
to the grade schools, and he feels it is important to provide public safety.  Councilman 
Black concurred, and referenced a situation where a child was hit when darting out 
between cars.  Councilman Black moved and Councilwoman Morgan seconded a 
motion to approve Ordinance 2013-12 Prohibiting Parking on Illinois Street between 
Main and Boone.  AYES:  Councilman Baity, Councilman Black, Councilman Bringwald, 
Councilwoman Morgan, Mayor Raymer.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

6. Purchase Request – Police In-Car Computers 
City Manager Gruen indicated the budget includes an amount of $11,000 for the lease 
of 8 in-car mobile computers.  The sole quote received came in at $36,030 for three 
years. If the City is able to finance this purchase at 4.82% over three years, the annual 
cost will be $13,043, which is over what was budgeted for the current year. City 
Manager recommends approval.  Councilman Black moved and Councilman Bringwald 
seconded a motion to approve the purchase of eight in-car mobile computers at 
$36,030, to be financed locally over three years.  Roll call vote:  Councilman Black, 
Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Baity, Mayor Raymer.  
NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

7. Purchase Request – North Hamilton Street Sewer Replacement Bids 
City Manager Gruen indicated the low bidder on the project was JK Trotter in the 
amount of $85,104.  City Manager Gruen added that this is a budgeted item from Fund 
18, and recommended approval.  Councilman Black moved and Councilman Baity 
seconded the motion that JK Trotter we awarded the North Hamilton Street Sewer 
Replacement project in the amount of $85,104.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Councilman 
Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Baity, Councilman Black, Mayor 
Raymer.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

8. Purchase Request – “Batwing” Mower 
City Manager Gruen indicated the mower will be purchase using the proceeds of an 
auction of surplus personal property in June, at a cost of $15,178.64 from McLean 
Implements in Flora  Manager Gruen added that he would like to add two rows of safety 
chains and dual wheels at an increased cost of $715.64.  Additionally, the mower will 
need to be hooked up to one of the City’s tractors at a cost not to exceed $3,000, with a 
total cost not to exceed $18,894.28.  City Manager recommends approval.  Councilman 
Black moved and Councilwoman Morgan seconded the motion to purchase the 
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“Batwing” mower, safety chains, and installation not to exceed $18,894.28.  Roll call 
vote:  AYES:  Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Baity, Councilman Black, Councilman 
Bringwald, Mayor Raymer.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

9. Purchase Request – 1-Ton Leaf Vac Truck 
Councilman Gruen indicated the truck is a budgeted item from the Garbage budget, and 
came in under budget.  The 2014 Ford F-250 will come from Bob Ridings Ford in 
Taylorville, IL at a cost of $27,255.  Manager recommends approval.  Councilman Black 
moved and Councilman Baity seconded the motion that purchase of a 2014 F-250 
Truck from Bob Ridings Ford in Taylorville, IL in the amount of $27,255.  Roll call vote:  
AYES:  Councilman Baity, Councilman Black, Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman 
Morgan, Mayor Raymer.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

VI. City Manager Report 
Gas Department Leadman - City Manager Gruen welcomed Public Works employee Cliff 
McCormick of the Gas Department to his new position as Leadman, and added that Mr. 
McCormick is very good at what he does. 
 
Water Plant Operator of the Year Nomination - City Manager Gruen indicated Water Plant 
Chief Operator Jason Weber has been nominated for Plant Operator of the Year.  We will 
know shortly if he is the recipient of the award. 
 

VII. City Attorney Report  - No report (absent). 
 
VIII. Finance Director Report – No report. 

 
IX. City Council Report: 

Mayor Raymer 
PKC - Mayor Raymer welcomed participants in the PKC Superstakes which will begin on 
September 23rd, and indicated the World Youth Hunt will begin October 25th.  Mayor Raymer 
indicated he would be spending some time out at the fairgrounds during the events and 
encouraged Councilmembers and members of the public to do the same. 
 
Traffic Signals - Mayor Raymer indicated he had met with representatives from IDOT 
regarding the number of traffic signals, and the amount of truck traffic Salem has.  Mayor 
Raymer indicated he had asked if it would be possible to have the signal at Main and 
Jefferson removed, and discussed the possibility of putting some round-abouts in in place of 
signals.  IDOT was not in favor of flashing amber or red lights, but will look into ways to 
improve traffic through town, and possibly reduce the number of traffic signals. 
 
Composting – Mayor Raymer indicated 31 people attended the Composting Workshop he 
recently conducted through the Union Pacific Parks Sustainability Grant.  The City’s 
“compost” is actually small mulch, and needs to be run through a sieve to become actual 
compost.  Mayor Raymer indicated the City is in discussions regarding converting the old 
softball fields at Tully Park to a Soccer Complex, and that would be a good use for compost.  
The Mayor indicated he is interested in the purchase of a sieve, which would cost 
approximately $19,000. 
 

X. Adjournment 
As there was no further business to discuss, Councilman Black moved and Councilwoman 
Morgan seconded the motion to adjourn at 6:57 p.m.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Councilman 
Black, Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Baity, Mayor Raymer.  
NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Bev West, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 


