
 
AGENDA 

CITY OF SALEM 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
          NOVEMBER 18, 2013 

6:00 PM 
 

I.          Call to Order 
II.         Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance 
III.        Presentation of Petitions/Public Comments 
IV.        Mayor’s Report and Presentations 
V.         City Council Action 

1.   Consent Agenda: 
a.   Approval of Minutes – November 4, 2013 

2.   Bills Payable 
3.   Modification of Deed Restrictions for 402 South Broadway 
4.   Bids for Surplus Real Estate Near Blair Street in Industrial Park 
5.   Set New Electric Rate for City-Owned Facilities 
6.   City of Salem Natural Gas Rates 
7.   Retention of Real Estate Firm for Kinney Blvd 
8.   Garbage Collection Contract Extension with DBS Disposal 
9.   Ordinance Proposal for Vehicle Impoundment for K2, Cannabis, and Bath Salt 

Violations 
10. Executive Session to Discuss: Purchase of Real Estate 2(c)(5); and Sale of Real 

Estate 2(c)(6); 
11. Purchase of Real Estate 
12. Approval of Closed Session Minutes – November 4, 2013 

 
VI.        City Manager Report  
VII.       City Attorney Report  
VIII.     Finance Director Report  
IX.        City Council Report 
X.         Adjournment 

 
Bill Gruen 
City Manager 

 
MINUTES 

CITYOF SALEM 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

November 18, 2013 
I. Call to Order 

The Salem City Council met in regular session on November 18, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers 
of Salem City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem David Black. 
 
Council Members Present: 
Councilman David Black 
Councilman Royce Bringwald 
Councilwoman Sue Morgan 
Councilman Jim Baity 
 
Absent:  Mayor John Raymer 
 
Others present: 
City Manager Bill Gruen    Economic Development Director Jeanne Gustafson 
Chief of Police Ron Campo   Library Director Kim Keller 
Recreation Director Sherry Daniels  Code Enforcement Officer Brian Hunt 
Finance Director Ben Stratemeyer  Public Works Director John Pruden 
City Clerk Bev Quinn    DOEM Director Terry Mulvany 
 
Also present were members of the public, and the following Media:  Salem Times Commoner, WJBD 
Radio, Centralia Sentinel, Marion County Observer. 
 

II. Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance 
Opening prayer was led by Councilman David Black, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 
III. Presentation of Petitions/Public Comments  - None. 

 
V. City Council Action 
 1)  Consent Agenda 



  a.  Approval of Minutes –  November 4, 2013 
Motion was made by Councilman Bringwald, seconded by Councilwoman Morgan that the 
Consent Agenda/Minutes of November 4, 2013 be approved as presented.  Councilman Baity, 
Councilman Bringwald,  Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Black.  NAYS:  None.  Motion 
carried. 

    
 2)  Bills Payable 

Bills payable were presented for action.  Motion was made by Councilwoman Morgan, seconded by  
Councilman Bringwald that the Bills Payable be approved as presented.  Roll call vote:  AYES:   
Councilman Bri8ngwald, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Baity, Councilman Black.  NAYS:  None.  
Motion carried. 
 

3)  Modification of Deed Restrictions for 402 South Broadway 
  City Manager Gruen indicated that potential buyers of real estate at 402 South Broadway, who would 

like to locate a home décor store there, are requesting that City Council relax deed restrictions that 
currently prohibit a retail store from locating there.  The zoning otherwise permits a retail store.  
However, this property was sold by the City around 1987, and the City placed the deed restrictions on 
the property. 

 
  Councilman Black indicated the restrictions were put on the property to protect the William Jennings 

Bryan Home, the Church across the street, and other nearby uses. 
 
  Kevin Cantrell, potential buyer, indicated they are interested In buying the building to use as a home 

décor store, and don’t want to purchase it for office use only.  Mr. Cantrell added that they are 
requesting that the deed restrictions be lifted, unless there is a good reason for them to stay in place. 

 
  City Attorney Mike Jones indicated City Council would have the authority to lift the deed restrictions, if 

it so desires, and he will work with the petitioner’s attorney, Eric Terlizzi, on the appropriate  action. 
 
  City Manager Gruen asked for direction as to whether the City Council is considering lifting only the 

specific restriction about retail use, or all restrictions. 
 
  Councilwoman Morgan indicated she would like to see the restrictions lifted, to avoid another empty 

building. 
 
  Current owner, Jim Dice, indicated he has been out of the building for seven years, and this is the first 

serious interest a potential buyer has shown.  Mr. Dice added that he did not realize the deed had the 
restrictions on it, as he owned it jointly with Wayne Stanford, and Mr. Stanford had had possession of 
the deed.  Mr. Dice indicated he would not have agreed to the deed restrictions when the deed was 
drawn up, if he had fully realized what they entailed. 

 
  Consensus of City Council was to hold this matter over until the next meeting. 
 
4)  Bids for Surplus Real Estate Near Blair Street in Industrial Park 
  City Manager Gruen indicated that on October 6th, City Council had declared a 1.20 acre parcel of land 

in the Industrial Park as surplus.  The bid deadline was Friday, and the bids are to be opened tonight. 
 
  Bids received:  PJ Repair - $1,001.00 
      Tim Bird -  $1,751.00 
 
  City Manager Gruen indicated this land was declared surplus at the request of PJ Repair, to assist in an 

expansion.  Mr. Gruen requested that the bid not be awarded until he has an opportunity to meet with 
Mr. Bird to determine what his intended use of the property is.  Motion was made by Councilman 
Baity and seconded by Councilwoman Morgan that action on these bids be postponed to a future 
meeting.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Bai6ty, Councilman Bringwald, 
Councilman Black.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
5)  Set New Electric Rate for City-Owned Facilities 
  City Manager Gruen indicated that for the past few years, Direct Energy has provided the electricity for 

City-owned facilities.  The City’s contract with Direct Energy expires in early 2014.  Mr. Gruen has asked 
Ted Baily (who formerly worked for Direct Energy and was our contact) and Good Energy to arrange 
quotes for a new term.  The proposals were received today.  The lowest proposal from Ted Baily was 
from Ameren and the lowest proposal from Good Energy was from First Energy Solutions.  Mr. Gruen 
suggested the City select a term of 24 months with First Energy, as arranged by Good Energy, at a rate 
of $0.04105.  Councilman Black asked if this should be treated as a first reading.  City Manager asked 
that action be taken tonight, as the prices will not be good in two weeks.  Motion was made by 
Councilman Baity and seconded by Councilwoman Morgan that the low bid from First Energy 



Solutions in the amount of $0.04105 for a term of 24 months be approved.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  
Councilman Baity, Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Black.  NAYS:  None.  
Motion carried. 

 
6.  City of Salem Natural Gas Rates 
  City Manager Gruen indicated he has provided much information to City Council to study, and 

suggested it be discussed at a later date.  Motion was made by Councilman Morgan and seconded by 
Councilman Bringwald that the Natural Gas Rates be tabled until a future meeting.  Roll call vote:  
AYES:  Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Baity, Councilman Black.  NAYS:  
None.  Motion carried. 

 
7.  Retention of Real Estate Firm for Kinney Blvd 
  City Manager Gruen indicated the City had received proposals from CBRE and Barber Murphy for the 

marketing of Kinney Blvd.  Mr. Gruen added that it is really a matter of taste on which firm is selected, 
as both are well respected and would be good choices.  Following is City Manager Gruen’s  analysis: 

 
  “CBRE’s proposal is extremely professional and polished.  Having learned about this firm, they have an 

excellent database with information on retailers and other end users, including Fortune 500 companies, 
that would be very well suited for location at Kinney.  One might call this a strategic “top-down” 
approach.  CBRE is nationally recognized and respected.  It would be able to offer access to top notch 
demographic research on Salem that would be used to target potential buyers and promote Salem.  
BRE also has strong contacts with hospitality industries. 
 
Regarding Barber Murphy, this firm has a lot of knowledge and familiarity with Metro East, Southern 
Illinois, and Salem.  As opposed to CBRE’s “top-down” approach, one might say that Barber Murphy’s 
approach will be a “bottom-up” given its contacts and familiarity with our region.  As a result of this 
presence, Barber Murphy’s interest in Salem would not be limited to developing just Kinney Blvd.  
Barber Murphy’s references were outstanding.  Jeanne Gustafson has a history of working successfully 
with Barber Murphy during her tenure in Centralia.  She is familiar with this firm’s excellent response t 
leads with very little notice. 
 
As for commission, Barber Murphy proposes an 8% commission while CBRE proposes a 6% commission.  
In my opinion, the City’s desire to derive maximum cash potential for a sale is negligible and its ability 
to negotiate over price of the land is significant.  As such the commission may not be of concern to the 
City Council.  On the contrary, the higher commission proposed by Barber Murphy may make the 
property more attractive to other real estate agents interested in bringing a project to Kinney.” 
 
Councilwoman Morgan indicated she had read both proposals, and felt like CBRI was fresh and 
bringing something new to the City.  Ms. Morgan indicated she was excited by what she saw in the 
CBRI proposal.  Ms. Morgan indicated when she read the CBRI proposal, she felt like dancing….when 
she read the Barber Murphy proposal ….she felt like sleeping. 
 
Councilman Bringwald indicated the City had some past experience with CBRE, and they were not too 
successful.  Mr. Gruen indicated he had discussed that with CBRE, and they responded that the City did 
not have a contract with them at that time. 
 
Economic Development Director Jeanne Gustafson indicated that Barber Murphy had excellent 
references, and when checking some of the references provided by CBRE, the contacts did not even 
know the CBRE representatives. 
 
City Manager Gruen indicated both firms are excellent, and either would do a good job for Salem, but 
he and Ms. Gustafson would recommend the City go with Barber Murphy, as their focus is on Southern 
Illinois. 
 
Following much discussion, City Manager Gruen asked if the Council would like meet both firms.  
Consensus was that they did want to meet with both firms. 
 

8)  Garbage Collection Contract Extension with DBS Disposal 
  City Manager Gruen indicated the current garbage collection contract with DBS expires January 1, 

2014.  DBS has proposed to extend their contract for two years with no cost increase.  City Manager 
recommended approval.  Motion was made by Councilman Baity and seconded by Councilman 
Bringwald that the garbage collection contract with DBS Disposal be extended for two years with no 
increase.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Councilman Baity, Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, 
Councilman Black.  Motion carried. 

 
9)  Ordinance Proposal for Vehicle Seizure for K2, Cannabis, and Bath Salt Violations 



  City Manager Gruen indicated a draft ordinance had been prepared that would allow for the seizure of 
motor vehicles used in the commission of possession or attempted possession of cannabis, K2, or bath 
salts.  Salem police officers would be empowered to tow and impound such vehicles until a penalty is 
paid to the City.  In addition to attorney’s fees, penalties would total $300 for the first offense, $500 
for a second, and $750 for a third offense. 

 
  Councilman Black questioned what would happen if the drugs were being sold out of a home.  Or a 

parent had loaned their car to their son or daughter, and the child was apprehended – would the 
parents’ car be seized?  Chief of Police Campo indicated the intent is not to punish the parent.   

 
  City Manager Gruen indicated the City would need to seek out a fenced lot, or solicit proposals from 

companies who would be willing to store the seized vehicles in a secure location. 
 
  Chief Campo indicated this is just one of several steps being taken to serve as a deterrent .  In addition 

to vehicle seizure, the police department will be installing video cameras at Shelter 4 and possibly 
doing field testing.  Councilman Black indicated that this is a First Reading, and the ordinance will come 
back for a second reading. 

 
       10) Executive Session to Discuss:  Purchase of Real Estate 2(c)(5); and Sale of Real Estate 2(c)(6).  
  Motion was made by Councilwoman Morgan and seconded by Councilman Baity to enter into 

Executive Session at 6:52 p.m.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman Morgan, 
Councilman Baity, Councilman Black.   NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
             11) Purchase of Real Estate  
  No action taken. 

 
VI.       City Manager Report  
 City Manager Gruen reported that the City got lucky during the storms, with only one tree going down.   

City Crews responded appropriately. 
 
VII. City Attorney Report – None. 
VIII. Finance Director Report – None. 
IX. City Council Report 
 Councilman Black commended the Public Works  and DOEM departments for their response during the bad 

weather.  City Manager Gruen added that the Police Department was also involved. 
 
X. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Councilman Baity and seconded by Councilwoman Morgan that the meeting be 
adjourned at 7:38 p.m.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Councilman Baity, Councilman Bringwald, Councilwoman 
Morgan, Councilman Black.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
 
Bev Quinn, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
Approved 12/2/13 
  


