
 
 
 

Agenda 
City of Salem 

Regular City Council Meeting 
April 4, 2016 

6:00 p.m. 
 

I., Call to Order – 6:00 pm 
II. Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance 
III. Presentation of Petitions/Public Comments 
IV. Mayor’s Report and Presentations 

1.  Sexual Assault Awareness, Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 

V. City Council Action 
 1.  Consent Agenda 
       a.  Approval of Minutes – March 21, 2016 
 2.  Presentation of fF&17 Budget – Part 2 
 3.  Discussion – Suggestion to Offer Bryan Home to Federal Government 
  
VI. City Manager Report 
Vii. City Attorney Report 
VIII. Finance Director Report 
IX. City Council Report 
 
X. Adjournment 
 
 Bill Gruen 
 City Manager 
  

MINUTES 
CITY OF SALEM 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
April 4, 2016 - 6:00 PM 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular April 4, 2016 meeting of the City Council was convened at 6:00 p.m., and called to order 
by Mayor Rex Barbee. 
 
Council members present: 
Councilman Nic Farley 
Councilman Craig Morton 
Mayor Rex Barbee 
 
Council members absent: 
Councilman Jim Baity  
Councilwoman Sue Morgan 
 
Others present: 
City Manager Bill Gruen   City Attorney Mike Jones 
City Clerk Bev Quinn   Finance Director Ben Stratemeyer 
Public Works Director John Pruden  Assistant Public Works Director Annette Brushwitz 
Chief of Police Sean Reynolds  Deputy Chief of Police Susan Miller 
Code Enforcement Officer Brian Hunt Economic Development Director Jeanne Gustafson 
Animal Control Officer Paul Wimberly Members of the Media and Public 
Library Director Kim Keller 
 

II. PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Opening prayer was given by Mayor Barbee, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
  

III. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS/PUBLIC COMMENTS – None. 
 

IV. MAYOR’S REPORT AND PRESENTATIONS  
1. Proclamation – Sexual Assault Awareness, Child Abuse Prevention Month 

Mayor Barbee provided a summary of the proclamation, and invited Pam Bird of SAFE to address 
those present.  Ms. Bird indicated their organization offers a variety of free services to victims of 
sexual assault and child abuse, regardless of age, race, sex, or sexual orientation.  Also present 
was Maria Basurg, who has been counseling victims for 18 years.  Mayor Barbee thanked them for 
the work they do. 
 

2. Dog Park – Mayor Barbee commended John Pruden, Annette Brushwitz, and the public works 
department for their efforts at the dog park.  Mayor Barbee indicated it is looking good, and 
people are using it. 



 
V. CITY COUNCIL ACTION 

1. Consent Agenda 
a. Approval of Minutes –  March 21, 2016 

Motion was made by Councilman Farley and seconded by Councilman Morton to approve 
the Minutes of March 21, 2016, as presented.  Roll call vote:  Councilman Farley, Councilman 
Morton, Mayor Barbee.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

2. Presentation o FY17 Budget – Part 2 
(Postponed until after Agenda Item #3, with the consensus of the Council.) 
 

3. Discussion – Suggestion to Offer Bryan Home to Federal Government 
City Manager Gruen indicated he was approached by Mark Decker of the Historical Commission 
about a week ago, to discuss the possibility of offering the Bryan Home to the Federal 
Government.  Mr. Gruen indicated he invited Mr. Decker to address Council tonight.  City 
Manager Gruen added that Assistant Public Works Director Annette Brushwitz did a good job of 
supervising the replacement of the Bryan Home roof and the public works guys did a good job of 
replacing some rotting wood and painting the front porch.  Additional repairs needed include 
window replacement, which can be very expensive. 
 
Mr. Decker indicated the Historical Commission had asked him to speak to the local 
Representative regarding the possibility of donating the Bryan Home to the Federal government.  
Mr. Decker indicated he contacted the Historical Preservation Office in Oregon, and they would 
be the ones to recommend acceptance of the home by the Federal government.  During his 
research, Mr. Decker discovered that the Historical Commission had approached the Federal 
Government once before, in 1981, and he is not sure why it was rejected.  Mr. Decker indicated 
this would be a tough sell, as it would be the only building in Illinois run by the Federal 
government, other than the Abraham Lincoln Home and the Cahokia Mounds. 
 
Mr. Decker indicated he has long thought the Home was an untapped resource, and he would like 
it to become a tourist site.  If the State were to take this over, it could mean that the Site Manager 
at Vandalia would be available to do some repairs and/or weekly yard work and there would be a 
great deal of marketing made available.  It could also facilitate being placed on the “Looking for 
Lincoln” project map. 
 
Councilman Farley asked if the Historical Commission has current estimates for needed repairs 
and improvements.  Mr. Decker said they did not, but that historically accurate repairs can be 
very expensive.  Mr. Decker added that tonight’s discussion is less about the cost, and more about 
whether or not the City would want to transfer ownership to a group who would be able to 
preserve and maintain the building like it should be maintained.  Mayor Barbee asked Mr. Decker 
if he would look into other facilities whose ownerships have been transferred to the State or 
Federal governments, and what issues they encountered.  Mr. Decker indicated he would, and 
added that he just wanted City Council to know what the Historical Commission was checking 
into. 
 

2. Presentation of FY17 Budget – Part 2 
City Manager Gruen presented “Part 2” of the FY17 budget proposal, as follows: 
 

 



  

  

              

 

  
 



 

 

                                                                                                               

                          

                       

                   

                       



             

                                                

  

VI. CITY MANAGERS REPORT – None. 
VII.         CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – None. 
VIII. FINANCE DIRECTOR REPORT – None. 

 
IX. CITY COUNCIL REPORT 

Councilman Farley indicated he is happy to see the dog park being developed.  Mayor Barbee added 
that the Lion’s Club wants to plant two shade trees in the dog park.  Public Works Director John 
Pruden indicated the best choices would be White or Red Oak, placed in the middle of the park.  
Councilman Farley indicated he would like to see what the costs are so far, as the repainting of the 
former dugouts would be a good improvement.  Councilman Farley added that last weekend he 
counted 15-20 dogs in the park on several days and 12 dogs in the park on Sunday.  Usage is 
exceeding his expectations. 
 
Councilman Morton asked if the traffic signals have been synchronized by IDOT, as they indicated it 
would be done by the end of March.  Mr. Pruden indicated he believes they have been synchronized. 
 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION – 5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(11) - Litigation 
Motion was made by Councilman Morton and seconded by Councilman Farley to enter into 
executive session at 7:25 p.m. for the purpose of discussing Litigation.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  
Councilman Farley, Councilman Morton, Mayor Barbee.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Return to open session at 8:00 p.m. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Farley and seconded 
by Councilman Morton to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Councilman Farley, 
Councilman Morton, Mayor Barbee.  NAYS:  None.   Motion carried. 
 

Bev Quinn, CMC 
City Clerk 

 
Minutes approved:  ______________________ 


